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Public Information Meetings
Centralia, Vandalia & Ramsey
November  17 ‐ 19, 2009

 Introductions
 Project History
 Alternative Development and Analysis
 Next Steps
 Review of Exhibits
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 Introductions
 Project History
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 Review of Exhibits
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Project Study 
Area Map

• Studies of the corridor have been ongoing since 1970

• Planning study in 1987 recommended expansion to four lanes 
from Decatur to I‐64

• EIS from Decatur to Pana approved in 1992

• US 51 from Decatur to Pana in various stages of design and 
construction

• US 51 from Irvington to I‐64 is already four lanes
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 Introductions
 Project History
 Alternative Development and Analysis
 Next Steps
 Review of Corridor Exhibits

Purpose & 
Need

Final Approval 
(Record of Decision)

Satisfied
?

Final Alternative

Define and Analyze 
Alternatives

Satisfied
?

Final Approval 
(Record of Decision)

Transportation 
Problem

Problem 
Statement

Define and Analyze 
Alternatives

Final Alternative

Satisfied
?

Spring 2008

Summer 2010

Spring 2012

Spring 2009
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T
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S

S

What’s Important to 
you? (Context)

Community Issues

Satisfied
?
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Purpose & 
Need

Final Approval 
(Record of Decision)

Satisfied
?

Final Alternative

Define and Analyze 
Alternatives

Satisfied
?

Transportation 
Problem

Spring 2008

Summer 2010

Spring 2012

Spring 2009

P

R

O

J

E

C

T

P

R

O

C

E

S

S

What’s Important to 
you? (Context)

Community Issues

Summer 2010

Spring 2012

Spring 2009

The existing US 51 highway does not provide an efficient and safe 
connection between local communities and commercial centers, and does 

not encourage long distance travel.

The US 51 highway hinders travel and the movement of goods and services, 
limits tourism and commerce, and limits residential, commercial, and 

industrial growth.

The existing US 51 highway is unsafe for cars, trucks, buses, pedestrians, 
bicycles, and farm equipment to share the road at the same time. 

Problem Statement
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The purpose of the US 51 project is to improve the connectivity within 
the south central Illinois region and to enhance the highway system  
continuity. The region needs a centralized roadway that effectively 
connects communities as well as local and commercial centers, while 
also providing a roadway that promotes safe and efficient travel in the 

region for a wide variety of transportation users. 

Purpose & Need Statement

Define and Analyze 
AlternativesP

R

O

J

E

C

T

P

R

O

C

E

S

S

Develop Preliminary Corridors

Conduct Purpose & Need Screening and 
Corridor Consolidation

Perform Macro Analysis on Remaining 
Corridors

Develop Preliminary Alignments within 
Remaining  Corridors
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NorthPreliminary Corridor 
Development

NorthPreliminary Corridor 
Development

Purpose & Need Screening
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NorthPreliminary Corridor 
Development

Purpose & Need ScreeningMacro Analysis Screening

NorthPreliminary Corridor 
Development

Purpose & Need ScreeningMacro Analysis Screening

• Residential/ Business Displacements 

• Parkland Impacts

• Farm Severances
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NorthPreliminary Corridor 
Development

Purpose & Need ScreeningMacro Analysis ScreeningAlignment Analysis Screening

NorthPreliminary Corridor 
Development
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North
Purpose & Need Screening

Corporate Limits

NorthAlignment Analysis ScreeningPurpose & Need Screening
Preliminary Corridor 

Development
Macro Analysis Screening
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Corporate Limits

NorthAlignment Analysis ScreeningPurpose & Need Screening
Preliminary Corridor 

Development
Macro Analysis Screening

• Potential INAI Impacts

• Floodplain Impacts

• Business Displacements

• Advisory Group Input

Corporate Limits

NorthAlignment Analysis Screening
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NorthPreliminary Corridor 
Development

Vernon

Patoka

NorthPurpose & Need Screening

Vernon

Patoka
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Corporate Limits

Patoka

Vernon

NorthPreliminary Corridor 
Development

Macro Analysis Screening

Corporate Limits

Patoka

Vernon

NorthPreliminary Corridor 
Development

Macro Analysis Screening
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Corporate Limits

Patoka

Vernon

NorthPreliminary Corridor 
Development

Macro Analysis ScreeningPurpose & Need ScreeningAlignment Analysis Screening

NorthPurpose & Need Screening

Sandoval

Alignment Analysis Screening

Junction City

Preliminary Corridor 
Development

Centralia

Wamac

Central City
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NorthPurpose & Need Screening

NorthPurpose & Need ScreeningAlignment Analysis Screening
Preliminary Corridor 

Development
Macro Analysis Screening
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NorthPurpose & Need ScreeningAlignment Analysis Screening
Preliminary Corridor 

Development
Macro Analysis Screening

• Business Displacements

• Wetland Acres Impacted

• Residential Displacements

Corporate Limits

NorthPurpose & Need ScreeningAlignment Analysis Screening
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 Introductions
 Project History
 Alternative Development and Analysis
 Next Steps
 Review of Exhibits
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Website:

E-Mail:

Comment Line:

www.us51eis-idot.com

us51eis@clark-dietz.com

217.373.8951
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